NIH-HEO
General Meeting
Monday, March 14, 2005
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm
Room 10/5S-224
Present: Cyrus Salazar, Ana Anders, Ofelia Olivero, Zhanita Perez, Elsa Berenstein, Richard Farina, Hideko Takahashi, Yvonne Fitz, Maria Hessie, Nelly Villacreses, Migdalia Rivera-Goba, Marta Leon-Monzon, Ray Mejia, Mike Sesma, Juan Mendoza, Bernando Rosa, Lucy Sierra, Gloria Calderon, and Myrna Burns.
Excused: Gilberto Botello
MINUTES
	Time
	Topic
	Speaker
	Discussion
	Outcome

	12:00-12:05
	Reading of Minutes
	O. Olivero
	Zhanita noted that February’s minutes had been approved and posted.
	

	
	
	
	Ofelia wanted everyone to introduce themselves
	Introduction of members

	12:05 –12:40
	Planning for 2005-2006
	M. Rivera-Goba
	Migdalia suggested changing the format of the agenda and the minutes.  Now, Zhanita will be able to type out the minutes on a lap top provided by Ofelia.

Migdalia has also suggested changing the NIH-HEO current committees’ names and goals.  There are 3 major committees:  (1) membership/public relations, (2) mentoring/outreach and 3) Annual Events.

Nelly mentioned that through the Department of Labor, there is an electronic mentoring program, (GEM-SET) where an organization or individual wanting to participate can register with the University of Illinois at Chicago.  We can then let local schools know that the NIH-HEO community participates in the program.
Zhanita mentioned the NIH Speaker’s Bureau as a source for community outreach.

Nelly also mentioned that the NIH will sponsor a Health Expo in Wheaton. Members can still sign up to volunteer for this Wheaton event.
Migdalia mentioned that Juan is associated with the RIF (Reading is Fundamental) program and has a flat book rate for purchasing books (and that we may be able to reach out to high school and jr. high students by giving science books away and also by taking books to the Children’s Inn.
Nelly also mentioned that Maria Gomez of Mary’s Center wanted NIH to help them with school work assistance and reading/language skills. 
Ana Anders noted that the NIH-HEO should focus and cover one or two events to be more effective.

Maria Hessie mentioned that the more members you have people involved, the more the work will be distributed to carry out the organization’s goals.
Migdalia is looking for group of nurses to participate in our meetings (they may rotate and whoever is free can attend, since they may not be able to come every month).

Marta Leon-Monzon mentioned that one of our priorities should be to increase the # of Hispanics at the NIH and try to mentor and help people get into the organization.

Richard Farina spoke about bridging members together by discussing career planning and opportunities between jr. and sr. staff.
Migdalia mentioned that for our annual events, the celebration must include a scientific component. 

Ana mentioned that although the speaker is a scientist, they may speak at a level everyone can understand.  For example, Nora Volkow can talk about science to where everyone can understand.

Elsa Berenstein mentioned having news correspondent Ray Suarez as an introductory speaker to attract more people to attend.
Lucy Sierra wanted the invitation to attend the annual event to extend to the whole sanitation department (to boost attendance and include more Hispanics).
Gloria Calderon mentioned forming a Hispanic interest group (which could meet 3 times every year to discuss matters of immigration, domestic violence, etc.)
	1. Members agreed and new process will be implemented with this meeting. 
2. See attached Original Committee List 
3. Nelly to obtain more info about this program and process.
4. Nelly will contact this group with more info.
5. Members had gone around the room and decided which committees they would like to be members of and/or chair.  Migdalia will e-mail the composite list later.
6. Committee Chairs will provide a report at the beginning of each monthly meeting.

7. See Revised Committee List 


	
	Announcements
	Cyrus Salazar
	Cyrus Salazar has indicated that the Hispanic advisory council has13 individuals that have volunteered so far and that the group will meet quarterly probably in Building 1 or the CRC Director’s Room.

Ray Mejia mentioned that we have received notice from OEODM of a minority event to be held at the NIH that appears to have minimal Latino/Hispanic participation.  This is a Minority Research Trainee Forum http://oeo.od.nih.gov/ae/mrtf.html .  The NIH-HEO wishes to help promote participation.  However, it needs to know about events well in advance
	

	12:40 –12:50
	Inclusion of SACNAS
	R. Mejia
	Ray mentioned that the SACNAS E-nouncements http://www.sacnas.org/enouncements1.htm for March has but one announcement from NIDA for the entire NIH.  We have discussed submission of an announcement for NIH Summer Jobs, and Cyrus Salazar has been asked to do this.  E-nouncements can also serve as an effective recruitment tool.  
	

	12:50 – 1:00
	Wrap-up
1. Meeting room change
	O. Olivero
	The meetings have changed to the Clinical Research Center (CRC).  NIH-HEO has reserved CRC/6-3551 until October.
Board Members will stay after the meeting for a group photo.
	April NIH-HEO meeting will be held from 12-1p.m. in CRC/6-3551.


Adjournment: 1 p.m.
Respectfully submitted March 16, 2005
Zhanita N. Perez



Secretary
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